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The Millihat Bedouins are facing the immediate threat of displacement due to settler attacks

The Millihat Bedouins are facing the immediate threat of displacement due to “Israeli” settler attacks. The
Millihat Bedouin community is subjected to daily and intense attacks by settler forces with the aim of
displacing them from their homes and lands, located north of the city of Jericho, at the end of the road “Al-

Mu'rajat”, connecting the cities of Ramallah and Jericho. The community consists of 50 Bedouin families.

These settler attacks are part of a new plan and approach adopted by the Zionist government to displace
Bedouin communities from all areas of the Jordan Valley and the Shafa Valley, following the failure of
previous forced displacement plans. The targeted area falls within the framework of the 7rump Peace Plan,
announced in January 2020, known as the "Deal of the Century.”, that aim to annex the Jordan valley to
“Israel”. Despite not officially declaring annexation, the Zionist policy is actively working on the ground to
bring about demographic changes in Palestinian territories. These demographic changes involve reducing
population growth by pressuring the residents of Palestinian villages and towns. Moreover, the more
dangerous aspect involves the forced displacement of all Bedouin communities, depriving them of their

main traditional economy based on pastoralism.

Settlers, often protected by the occupation army, have carried out numerous attacks on Bedouin
communities. These attacks focus on physical assault, intimidation of women and children, livestock theft,
and have led to the displacement of many Bedouin communities in the Jordan Valley, Shafa Valley, and the
Masafer Yatta area in Hebron. Presently, settler attacks target all Bedouin communities, concentrating
intensified attacks on a specific community with the aim of displacement. Sometimes, attacks focus on a

specific family within the Bedouin community to facilitate the displacement of the entire community.

Since October 7, 2023, settlers, many of whom are reserve soldiers, have exploited the state of emergency
in the Zionist state to forcibly displace the Millihat community. The emergency law, according to article 40
from the basic law of the “Israeli” government, grants the military authority to take appropriate field actions
without political approval. In addition to civilian dress, settlers carry out their assaults in the official uniform
of the occupation army, as many of them serves in the army or as reserves. This is why settler attacks are

considered attacks by the occupation government.

Walid Habas notes in a special report, "There is also an institutional transformation in the role of settlement

councils, which now wield more authority and workforce than ever before. This seems to be accompanied



by a ‘common understanding’ from the “Israeli” army that settlement councils also play their part in

“defending” 'the land of Israel,' but in their own colonial, Torah-oriented way."1

Therefore, this permissive foundation has provided settlers with the opportunity to intensify their attacks
on the Arab community of Millihat. Hence, the settlers have intensified their assaults, including physical
attacks on men and women, terrorising children and women, infiltrating at night between tents and sheds,
throwing stones at houses built from basic metal structures, uttering obscene phrases, threatening to shoot,
firing live ammunition, placing “Israeli” flags in the community, and threatening further attacks if the
community removed the flags. They also attacked the "Bedouin Al-Ka'abna School,” placing blood-stained
dolls and the “Israeli” flag on the school. Settlers also stole a number of sheep (38 sheeps) from residents,
claiming they were stolen from a settler. Additionally, around 30,000 shekels (8,300 USD) were stolen from
one Bedouin family. The occupation police detained the accused Bedouin on charges of sheep theft and

released him after paying bail.

The Millihat Bedouin community faces such attacks daily, with settlers present in the area on a daily basis.
Especially, after the establishment of “Israeli” pastoral settlements, copycatting the traditional Palestinian
Bedouin life in the same territories. Furthermore, Bedouin shepherds face settler attacks both in grazing

lands and their own residential areas.

Similar settler attacks have led to the displacement of several Bedouin communities in the Jordan Valley,
Shafa Valley, and Masafer Yatta. In 2020, the Rass al-Tin Bedouins were displaced east of Ain Samia®,
followed by the displacement of Ain Samia Bedouins from Wadi al-Siq in the following year. All Bedouin
communities along the road between Ramallah and Jericho were also displaced. Approximately 20 families

refused to return to the Millihat Bedouin community after leaving for grazing in the West Bank mountains.

The number of Bedouin residents who have been displaced since the beginning of October 7, according to
B'Tselem, has reached about 1,009 people, most of them in the Jordan Valley and Masafer Yatta areas. The
success of settler attacks in displacing the Millihat community may lead settlers to intensify their assaults
on the Ras Ain al-Auja Bedouins and other communities, subsequently vacating vast areas inhabited by

Bedouins.

While international institutions and governments condemn the Palestinians’ right to resist occupation and

hold the resistance responsible for the genocidal war in Gaza, they also choose to remain silent in the face

". walid Habas, “What is happening in Area C in the West Bank since the beginning of the war on Gaza?”, The Palestinian Center for Israeli Studies
(November 13,2023).
2 Ahmed Heniti. “Israel’s war on the Bedouins of the West Bank,” 7iber (August 22, 2023). Electronic link: https://rb.gy/kjydn8



of the never-ending brutal attacks by the occupation army and settlers, causing suffering and uprooting for

Palestinians in the West Bank.

We call on all human rights institutions and countries to take responsibility in stopping the crimes
committed by settlers and the Zionist army, particularly in displacing the Millihat Bedouins and Bedouins
in general. We also call on the Palestinian Authority to make various efforts to provide support and

protection to all communities that are exposed to attacks and the risk of displacement.



